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ABOUT THE BOOK
Sister Corita (1918–1986) was a nun, teacher, and artist. First, however, she was a girl named Frances Elizabeth Kent 
who drew and painted. She lived in Hollywood, California, and attended a school taught by nuns. Later, she entered a Los 
Angeles convent and became a nun and teacher. She shared her love of letters, words, and shapes with her students, as 
well as her religious beliefs. But when the archbishop of Los Angeles disapproved of her artwork and the changes she 
made to the St. Mary’s Day celebration, she left the convent and moved to Boston where she continued to pursue her art 
and share her dreams. Author and illustrator Jeanette Winter’s words introduce Sister Corita’s story and career. At the 
same time, her illustrations give readers a sense of Sister Corita’s artistic style, with its focus on letters, words, and shapes, 
and her messages of peace, love, hope, faith, goodness, and joy. Together the words and illustrations introduce young 
readers to an artist whose work reflected the social issues of her time and her strong religious faith. 

DISCUSSION OF KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
The discussion questions and activities below draw on Common Core State Standards for reading informational text (RI) 
that ask children to ask and answer questions about key details in a text (RI.K–3.1), identify the main topic and key details 
that support it (RI.K–3.2), and describe the relationship between a series of events, concepts, or ideas (RI.K–3.3).

1.  What did Frances Elizabeth Kent, who later became Sister Corita, like to do as a girl? How did this interest grow and 
develop during her life?

2.  Sister Corita taught her students “a new way of seeing.” Using the words and illustrations in the book, discuss what she 
showed them about the following:

• Letters, words, sentences, and shapes 
• Writing her thoughts and the thoughts of others
• Seeing words in the city
• Using a finder to see details in a big picture 

3.  Why did Sister Corita make silk-screen prints? Examine the endpapers, or the illustrated pages at the beginning and 
end of the book, and discuss what you notice about the process of making the print GO SLO. Sister Corita made the 
print and sent it to President Lyndon Johnson after his wife told him to slow down. 

4.  Describe Sister Corita’s celebration of St. Mary’s Day at the convent. What did the archbishop of Los Angeles think 
about it? What did the sisters and students think about it? What do you think about it? 

5.  Why did Sister Corita move to Boston? How did her life change after she moved?

6.  Art played a big part in Sister Corita’s life. Discuss the importance of art during her childhood, teaching career, and life 
in Boston.  
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7.  Responding to Sister Corita’s Artwork. Closely examine the prints below; for each print, discuss your answers  
to the following questions: 

• What do you see when you examine the print? 
• Describe the print’s colors. 
• What words are included in the print? 
• What do you think Sister Corita is trying to say here? What is the meaning or message?
•  Close your eyes and describe the print from memory. Why did you remember what you remembered? Why did you 

forget what you forgot?
• How would you describe this print to someone who has never seen it before?

8.  Responding to Quotes by Sister Corita. The author has included quotes from Sister Corita, which help you to better 
understand her. Tell what you think about each of the quotes in the reproducible activity “Responding to Quotes from 
Sister Corita” at the end of this guide.

UNDERSTANDING CRAFT AND STRUCTURE
To learn about craft and structure, the Common Core State Standards asks us to help students learn and understand 
vocabulary words and phrases (RI.K–3.4), think about the features of nonfiction text (RI.K–3.5), and assess the author’s 
point of view (RI.K–3.6). The questions and activities below emphasize these understandings.

1.  Using Words and Illustrations to Explain a Process: How to Use a Finder. In a sequence of two pages, the author used 
words and illustrations to explain how to use a finder. (A finder is a simple square or rectangle cut out of paper or cardboard 
that you can look through.) Examine these pages and jot down what you learn from the words and illustrations. 

Look closely at each illustration. Answer these three questions for each illustration.

1. What did you learn about using a finder from examining the words?
2. What did you learn about using a finder from examining the illustrations?
3. How do the words and illustrations work together? 

2.  BIG Words, LITTLE Words. In the book, the author uses the size of words in two different ways. First, she uses BIG and 
LITTLE to draw your attention to size. Second, she uses BIG WORDS like JOY to show the importance of ideas. Read 
the sentences below and discuss how BIG and LITTLE words help you understand the author’s meaning:

• “Sister Corita’s letters are BIG or LITTLE or sideways or upside down or backward.” 
• “Her shapes are ALL sizes.”
• “But the sisters and students feel JOY and LOVE and HAPPINESS celebrating Mary in this new way.”
• “In six weeks, five painters copy Corita’s rainbow, using 555 gallons of paint. A WONDER!”

Try writing sentences using BIG and LITTLE words to show size or emphasis. 
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They all use a finder to see the details in something BIG.
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It’s easy to miss a detail in a busy world.
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3.  Examining the Author’s Note. Jeanette Winter’s note at the end of the book provides additional information. Discuss 
what she tells readers about the following:

• Causes that Sister Corita cared about.
• The ideas offered by the Second Vatican Council.
• Cardinal James Francis McIntyre’s reaction to Sister Corita’s changes to the St. Mary’s Day celebration.
• The effects of the Cardinal’s criticism of Sister Corita and Vatican II.
• How having Sister Corita’s prints around her while working on the book affected the author.

WRITING
The Common Core State Standards emphasize writing informative and explanatory text in the early grades. The writing 
activities below provide experience writing to give an opinion (W.K–3.1), to inform (W.K–3.2), and to explain a sequence of 
events (W.K–3.3). 

1.  Using a Finder to Draw and Write about Details. Create a finder like the ones Sister Corita and her students used. 
Then use your finder to see details in something big. Finally, draw and write about what you saw. See the reproducible 
activity “Using a Finder” at the end of this guide.

2.  Select an illustration in the book and bring it to life by writing the conversation the people featured there are having. 
Here are some examples of conversations you could write:

3.  Writing about One of Sister Corita’s Rules for Students. The back of the book lists ten rules Sister Corita made for 
her students. Select one of the three rules listed below and write your thoughts about it. First, identify the rule you’re 
writing about. Second, explain what you think the rule means. Third, tell whether you agree or disagree with the rule. 

Rule #4: “Consider everything an experiment.”
Rule #6: “Nothing is a mistake. There’s no win and no fail. There’s only make.” 
Rule #9: “Be happy whenever you can manage it. Enjoy yourself. It’s lighter than you think.”
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•  Write the conversation 
Sister Corita is having with 
her students about letters, 
words, and shapes. 

•  Write the conversation 
the sisters and students 
are having while they are 
celebrating St. Mary’s Day.

•  Write the conversation Sister Corita and her students are 
having as they observe details through their finders.
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EXTEND THE EXPERIENCE OF READING THE BOOK

1. Watch videos from the San José Museum of Art about making and using a finder:

•  Make a Viewfinder. Learn about how to make a viewfinder for creating scaled drawings at  
www.YouTube.com/watch?v=e_Q7Wys75Mc

•  Viewfinder Drawing: Learn how to use your viewfinder to make a scaled drawing at  
www.YouTube.com/watch?v=y1qAEkH2tKo

Now try to create your own scaled drawing.

2. Learn more about Sister Corita:
•  View the video “Introduction to Corita Kent and the Corita Art Center” on the Corita Art Center’s website at  

Corita.org. Scroll down the page until you see the section titled “Introduction to Corita.”

3. Read other books about artists by Jeanette Winter:
• Henri’s Scissors
• Mr. Cornell’s Dream Boxes
• Diego

4. Read other books by Jeanette Winter:
• Our House Is On Fire: Greta Thunberg’s Call to Save the Planet
• Sisters: Venus & Serena Williams
• The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid
• Nanuk: The Ice Bear
• Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/Iqbal, a Brave Boy from Pakistan
• Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia
• Nasreen’s Secret School
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The letters and words and shapes and writing are her faith

that she shouts out and shares with the world.
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Responding to Quotes by Sister Corita
The author has included quotes from Sister Corita, which help you 
to better understand her. Write what you think about each of the 
quotes below. How do they help you understand Sister Corita’s 

thoughts about life and art?

“Flowers grow out of dark moments.”

“Find a place you trust and then try trusting it for a while.”

“It is a huge danger to pretend that awful things do not happen. But you need 
enough hope to keep going. I am trying to make hope.”
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Using a Finder
Create a finder like the ones Sister Corita and her students used.

Then use your finder to see details in something big. Finally, draw 
and write about what you saw.

First create your finder: 
1.  Draw a 1-, 2-, or 3-inch square on a blank sheet of paper.
2.   Cut out the inside of the square along the lines you drew. You should be able 

to look through this square opening. 
3.    Hold your finder at arm’s length and look through it. Find an interesting detail 

to examine. You can do this inside your classroom or outside.

Second, select a detail to observe and spend time looking at it through your finder.
Third, draw a picture of the detail you are observing.

Fourth, write about what you are seeing. What bigger thing is your detail a part of? 
What do you notice about the detail you are looking at?


